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I I had not seen Mr. Stratling for some weeks during which timej 
he had been in Germany on a special mission which involved renew- f r 
ing some of his contacts with the German parliamentarians* He , ; 
had returned to this country just at the <&ime of the NATO meeting 
and we had been unable to get together until my return from\ 



Colorado and Kentucky. 



Mr. Stratling said that he had been sent to Germany to find /J 
out whether certain proposals which Ambassador Grewe had made to [/ 
the German Foreign Office were being favorably received since they 
had .had no indication of the reception. Ambassador Grewe had'raade 
his "recommendations to the Foreign Office after the working group 
meetings in Paris and had suggested certain minor modifications 
in tho American plan. Mr. Stratling was also instructed to con- 
tact *s<^pie of the parliamentarians on the same matter. While he 
was .tl^re, Ambassador Grewe was also summoned home to the Foreign 
Office, Mr. Stratling claimed that the German Foreign Office was 
completely demoralized. For some time there have been hints that 
von Brentano was slated for replacement because of ill health, 
excessive drinking and smoking and general incompetence. In the 
light of Adenauer's decision to run for the presidency, Stratling 
thought Brentano would now be k6pt on for the next six months or 
so in order not to appear to have a complete change in German 
foreign policy. 
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claimed that this was the background of the ™th«^ii??4 

had deliberately Haked lltl ^» J?" v l ew *, hat the British 

Cm faction In PaSiam^betan ?r Sani; e £a?nsf IS** the 

S tat°r" OnS 0n f the 6 o t^ STI ?S fc •*•* ^ ^ K .d up- 
suspected would use the powers o? ?hs prs"denf?^o iusS h6y 

the heaS S of tL COT faoti™ P |?^t^ ld ,"! ln . th f hands of 
people varir w«m Im* ™ ?,* . str **llng claims to know these 

, &JftrSg Shtry bfco^Ho^Ln 1 ^ 1 ? *! *? str °«Gthen 
|_ and to re»ove the l&i?i23^\£^££^^»i«S J 
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?™L cons } deratl °n was being given to have Grewe takeover the 
foreign ministry after the removal of von Brentano. 

Kl SK*!!™?? cla i ms *° be in correspondence with some of 

and haa ^elllTfi^l*™ wh ° are peering this maneuver 
, M 'i ■ has Promised to keep me ourrently informed. 
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